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Texas A&M University

Dr. Deborah Simmons, the senior author of the Scott Foresman 
EarlyReading Intervention program, is a researcher in the areas of  
literacy acquisition and development and intervention for children at  
risk of reading difficulty. Dr. Simmons is also contributing author to  
Reading Streets and Sidewalks. She attributes her passion and interest in 
getting children off to successful starts to her work in public schools as a 
speech language specialist. 

She has served on the faculties of Bowling Green State University, Vanderbilt 
University, the University of Oregon, and Texas A&M University. Over 
the years, she has published numerous books, book chapters, and research 
articles, which have appeared in the Elementary School Journal, Reading 
and Writing Quarterly, the Journal of Learning Disabilities, Learning 
Disability Quarterly, and the Journal of Educational Research. She was 
the recipient of the Jeanette Fleischner Award for outstanding contribution 
to the field of Learning Disabilities and the Palmer O. Johnson award for 
Palmer O. Johnson Memorial award for the best paper in an American 
Educational Research Association publication.  She serves on editorial 
boards for several professional journals, including Journal of Special 
Education, Learning Disabilities Quarterly, Exceptional Children, and 
Reading and Writing Quarterly. 


